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A LET’g GET
POLITICAL!
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e What it means to be political

e Unions involvement in political
activity

e Political rights of PSAC members

e How to get involved in the
upcoming elections

e Questions
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“Unions not only have
a right to engage in
political activities that
build a better [society]
- iIndeed they have a
responsibility to do so.”

KENT PETERSON

STRATEGIC ADVISOR
SASKATCHEWAN FEDERATION OF LABOUR

@ActivistKent @
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project:community

The Project is a progressive coalition of
community groups from across Saskatchewan,
combined with the strength of 100,000

union members from all over the province.
Together, we aim to build capacity for positive
change within our communities. With a

focus on education, solidarity, and electoral
engagement we hope to engage First Nations
communities, student groups, feminists, New
Canadians, and any person or group of people
that wants to work together to make our
voices even louder.
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The practice of influencing people. The study
of distribution of power and resources within
a community, and interelationships between
communities of people. Also the exercising
of power and protecting or advancing
particular ideas or goals.

Someone prejudiced in favour of a particular
cause, specifically a political party.
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* Pick an issue you care about and join a
community campaign or organization that
does work on that issue

« Donate to groups who are doing on the
ground work

e Go door to door to sign up people who
support particular policies
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 Help do back end organizing on campaigns
yOu care about

e Partake in online activism

e Support your unions efforts to achieve
fairness for all PSAC members
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“Freedom of political
expression and an impartial
public service are both
important elements of a
democracy and they need
to be balanced”

EDITH BRAMWELL

COORDINATOR OF REPRESENTATION
PSAC, COLLECTIVE BARGAINING BRANCH
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There are also separate and special rules that
apply if you wish to be a candidate in a federal,
territorial, municipal or provincial election.

When determining how you want to exercise
your democratic rights, follow some guiding
principles.

- Don't conduct any political activity on
the job.

- Don’t identify yourself as a federal
public sector worker when working on a
campaign, e.g. canvassing, making phone
calls, etc.

- Don'tidentify yourself as a federal public
sector worker when communicating
opinions about election issues, political
parties and politicians through blogs,
Facebook, Twitter or other social media.

- Don’t wear your uniform if you are
required to wear one at work, or your
government identification, at public
meetings such as candidates’ meetings.

- Don't drive a government identified
vehicle when participating in election
activities.

If you are disciplined in any way for
participation in a political activity, this can be
grieved.

If you are disciplined, contact your Local/
Branch or your Component for representation and
advise your PSAC regional office. Any attempts by
management to restrict
your political rights should
also be brought to the
attention of the PSAC Al o Forcon i  Cara
regional office. www.psac-afpc.com
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The Supreme Court of Canada’s pivotal Osborne
decision in 1991 changed the landscape for public
servants, who were once forbidden to take part

in political activities. That ruling recognized the
importance of political neutrality while balancing
the right of ordinary public servants to participate in
political activities.

As a result, public servants are allowed under the
Public Service Employment Act to take part in political
activities as long as it doesn’t impair or compromise
their ability to do their jobs impartially — or leave a
perception of compromise.
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“political activity” means

(a) carrying on any activity in support of, within or in
opposition to a political party;

(b) carrying on any activity in support of or in
opposition to a candidate before or during an election
period; or

(c) seeking nomination as or being a candidate in an
election before or during the election period.
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ne of the hallmarks of a healthy democracy
is the ability of citizens to participate freely
and actively in determining who they elect
to govern and make decisions on their behalf.

PSAC members are encouraged to take an
active role in exercising their democratic political
rights by:

Signing a candidate’s nomination papers.

Wearing a party or candidate button
in public.

Placing an election sign on your property.

Giving political opinions in public or
elsewhere.

Working as a canvasser for a political party
or candidate.

Working in a campaign office.

Participating in the formation of party or
candidate policies.

Taking part in election-day activities on
behalf of a party or candidate.

rYour political rights — USE THEM!

« Attending peaceful demonstrations on
political topics.

+ Soliciting funds from the public for
political campaigns and parties.

- Attending a political convention as a
delegate.

« Writing letters to the editor endorsing a
candidate or party.

For some PSAC members - those covered
by the Public Service Employment Act — some
restrictions apply. None of the activities listed in
the previous column should be carried out during
your working hours.
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MARIANNE HLADUN

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT
PSAC PRAIRIES

@mshladun @
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Tear cut this page and post on your union bulletin board

Five easy things

g
GET [ FIND OUT aasa
the = about your
FACTS LOCAL
CANDIDATES
“ Ask your candidates what
R O they will do to protecr and
important issucs. promote public services.

SPREAD JOINUS (z)

the 0 5 on Facebook, Twitter @psacnat
¥ WORD %ﬁﬁ@ and sign up for email ar
psacunion.ca/signup t keep
Talk to your ﬁ'lmdﬁ an.d up o dare.
co-workers.
Share information a!lzcut r,hn
et more involved? election on Facebook, Twitter n
Want o ¢ and other social networks, VOTE

Fi Contact your PSAC realanal office to reach out to other members

£1 Place an election sign on your property
Ei Attend all-candidate debates

Fi Volunteer in a campaign office psacunion.ca

Encourage others to votc. on i .
ELECTION
DAY!

APRIL 8, 2015




mi /psacprairies
L 4 (oopsacprairies

YuTH /PSACprairies

APRIL 8, 2015




FEDERAL ELECTION 2015 £

The 2015 election is an opportunity to set a different course for our country,
When you go to the polls this year, keep in mind the Conservative government’s record on the public services Canadians depend on.
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Members come together to engage with PSAC
campaigns at a political level, lobby their political
representatives and raise awareness of issues affecting
our members, workers and the Canadian public.

The PSAC Prairie Region has eight Area Councils in
the following areas: Winnipeg, Westman, Regina,
Saskatoon, Prince Albert, Lethbridge & Area, Calgary,
and Edmonton.

Contact your regional office to find out how to get
involved with your Area Council.
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PRE-REGISTER ONLINE NOW!

January 14, 2015, 7pm (MB/SK) / 6pm (AB)  April 8, 2015, 7pm (MB) / 6pm (ABISK)

February 11, 2015, 7pm (MB/SK) / épm (AB)
May 13, 2015, 7pm (MB) / 6pm (AB/SK)

March 11, 2015, 7pm (MB) / 6pm (AB/SK)
June 10, 2015, 7pm (MB) / 6pm (AB/SK)
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CREATE CHANGE

HOW YOU CAN TAKE PART

Rally or BBQ over the lunch hour

Demonstration at an MP’s office

Informational picket or plantgate outside the workplace
Create a song or video, or artistic message

Send letters to your MP

Collectively wear buttons, bracelets or arm bands

Members in other regions have come up with some creative
and visual ideas to mark the 19th each month. Some of

these ideas include, a tree planting ceremony to recognize

the harmful cuts to the environmental, creating a video with
members listing 19 ways Harper must be stopped, handing out
treat bags to public with information on cuts to public services.

Be creative and have fun!
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Please take a few moments to
complete the short survey following
this webinar to help us improve our

future events.
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